‘DPORTUNITIES
IROUGHOUT
bt
b __‘_'%JEHIS PATER.

THE

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 17TH, 1945

(CROYDON'S WEEKLY STANDARD)

CIRCULATES [N BUCKINGHAMBHIRE, BEDFORDEHIRE AMD HORTHAMPTONSHIRE

LTD.
OLMEY.
MAY WE QUOTE

SOUL BROS.

YOou FOR YOUR
HEXT COACH
OUTING,

Phone Olaay 242 .

(Registered at the Ceneral Post

Office a8 & Newspaper)

g3

MYSTERY BLAZE WREGKS

No_RA1L

- DINEY GHURGH

§ Damage amounts to thousands of pounds

Fire which broke out In the spire of the Cowper Congregational Memorial Church, Olney
on Tuesday evening destroyed most of the Church roof and did thousands of pounds worth of
damage. Appllances from Olney, Newport Pagnell and Wolverton, assisted by 2 turn-table lad-

der from Northampton, fought the blaze for more than two hours before It was officially des- .

cribed as belng under control,

Mrs. E. Johnson, the Church
seeretnry, told The Burks Standard
on Thursday that n special meet-
ing of Deacons, headed by the
Moderator, the Revd, W. J, Coggan
had declded that the Church would
carty on In spite of the serious
selbnel (6 had recelved.

Tegreliahly she sald, Lhe Chureh,
which now stood open to the sky,
could not even be covered with
tarpauling until  insurance QSses-
sors had seen the damage. How-
ever, offers of help had poured in,
sald Mrs. Johnson, and the Dea-
eons weore grateful, particularly ta
the Revd. R. W, Collins, the Viear
of Olney, who had offered the use
of the Church Hall, Lo peaple al
weston Underwond, and the Hevd.
P, Gravelt of Olpey Sutelfl Bap-
tist Church,

For thls weekend at least, aafd
Mrs  Johnson, members of  the

Congregational Church would join
with the Baptist ehurch for ser-
viees, and the planned Harvest
Testival celchrations, due to take
place on the 2ALh of this month,
would now go ahead in the Baptist
Churel, i

ORGAN WREGCHKED

Mrs. Johnsen wetnt on Lo spy
that ane of the Church's greabtesl
trepsures, its extremely fine organ,
transported elght years ogo from
Scotland, had been  completely
wrocked by the fire. The combin-
ation of fire and water too had
also destroved the Church Bible,
though other papers In the safe
had remained unscnthed.

Mrs, Johnson said she horried to
the Chureh as soon a5 knew the
plarm  hnd been glven, and  sald
thiat the fire appeared 4o have be-
gun In the splre, same 40 feel above
pround Ievel, “Bul,” she said, Il

= still A mystery to us all how it
hegan'".

The outhreak itsell was spotted
by Olney firemen at B30 pm. while
they took part in 2 deill night at
the Olney Fire Station in East-
streat at the rear of the Congre-
galiohal Church. A spokesman for
ihe brigade  sald this week thot
wlsps of smoke were seen coming
from the spire, almost all of which
was surrounded by seaffolding, Only
on Monday had a lecal bullder Mr.
J. E. Crouch, bepun work on the
spire, which had been consldered
unzafe, and workmen sald on Wed-
nesdny that only three more feet
of seafolding had been required
hefore they could start dismantling
the spire and then re-rooling ihat
part of the building, By mid-morm-
ing on Wednesday, however they
were huay dismantling the steel tube
seafiolding  shich protruded  from
the burnt enftears of the roof like
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